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Continuing
our study of

John chapter
2.

23Now when
He was in
Jerusalem at
the Passover,
during the
feast, many
believed in
His name, beholding His signs which He was doing. 24But
Jesus, on His part was not entrusting Himself to them, for He
knew all men, 25and because He did not need anyone to bear
witness concerning man for He Himself knew what was in man.

CHAP. 3 'Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 2this man came to Him by
night, and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come
from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You
do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered and said to him,
“Truly, truly, | say-to you, unless one is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is
old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and
be born, can he? 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God. 8That which is born of the flesh is flesh,
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that |
said to you ‘You must be born again.’ 8"The wind blows where it
wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it
comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of
the Spirit.” ®Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can
these things be?" 10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you
the teacher of Israel, and do not understand these things?
1Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak that which we know, and
bear witness of that which we have seen; and you do not
receive our witness. 12if | told you earthly things and you do not
believe, how shall you believe if | tell you heavenly things?
3And no one has ascended into heaven, but He who
descended from heaven, even the Son of Man. 14And as Moses
lited up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up; 15that whosoever believes in Him have
eternal life.

18For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life. 17For God did not send the Son
into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be
saved through Him. 18He who believes in Him is not judged; he
who does not believe has been judged already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only begotten so of God.

19And this is the judgement, that the light is come into the
world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for
their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who does evil hates the
light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be
exposed. 21But he who practices the truth comes to the light,
that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in
God.”

Jesus’ confrontation with Nicodemus is simply spoken but hard
for most of us to do. It is because we are a people accustomed
to thinking, ‘anything worth having can't be easy to come by.’
Most humans think that if they do a certain set of required
duties or kindnesses we will somehow be rewarded in the next
life, if not in our present life.

Jesus though, contradicts that attitude. Even though the
Pharisees, which Nicodemus was a member of, believed in
living a life of external holiness they lacked the understanding of
the true meaning of holiness. Jesus said whosoever believes in
Him will be born again. That is to say, they will be made a
new person inside. Holiness can only come from within a
man, not by willful intent.

“Whosoever,” is a very broad term. God wanted to show how
great His love for all people is when he spoke this word.
Therefore any person who desires to become holy, saved and
forgiven of his sins simply has to put his trust in Jesus and not
in his own ability to be a good person by the power of his will.

This new birth or born again experience is such a small thing of
God to ask of we humans. He already gave His Son as a

__sacrifice in place of us so we don't have to suffer any more guilt.

We have so much to gain and nothing to lose but our pride and
guilt feelings.

If anyone reading this story in John wonders how to go about
being born again, | assure you it is simple. Simply ask God to
come into your heart and make you a new person. Simple for
us, expensive for God. | say this because if | were God and had
died for a friend | would be very possessive and expectant and
manipulative toward that person to be my friend in return. But
God sacrifices Himself even in that He just waits patiently for our
response. That is why the Bible says God is love. NO strings
attached to His gift. ONLY BELIEVE IN JESUS. How simple yet
so hard. At this time of Easter, the rebirth of life after a long
winter, won't you ask Jesus into your heart so your sins can be
forgiven and you can have a new life ?
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