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continuing our study of John chapter 3...

25Now -a ‘discussion arose between John's disciple and a Jew
over purifying. 26And they came to John, and said to him,
“Rabbi, he who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you
bore witness, here he is, baptizing, and all are going to him."
27John" answered, “No one can receive anything except what is
given him from heaven. 28You yourselves bear me witness, that |
said, I'am not the Christ, but | have been sent before him. 22He
who has the bride is the bridegroom; the friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the
- bridegroom’s: voice; therefore this joy of mine is now full. 30He
must increase, but | must decrease.”

31He who'comes from above is above all; he who is from the
earth belongs to the earth, and of the earth he speaks; he who
comeg from heaven is above all: 32He bears witness to what he
has -seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony; 32he
who'receives his testimony sets:his seal to this, that God is true.
34For he whom ‘God has sent utters the words of God, for it is
not by measure that he gives the Spirit; 35the Father loves the
Son, and has given all things into his hand. 3He who believes
in the Son has eternal life; he who does not obey the Son shall
“not see life, but the wrath of God rests upon him.

The “John".in this passage is John the Baptist, whose purpose
was to announce the coming of the Lord and preach repen-
tance of sins. In those days a prophet like John the Baptist
would openly preach his message-as God instructed him to and
‘those who responded would be baptized as a sign of their belief
in the message the particular prophet was preaching. Baptism
in water was a common method “of displaying the “washing”
away of sins.

This goes. back to the Old Testament when Moses parted the
Red Sea and all the Israelites escaped from the Egyptian
Pharaoh. Egypt symbolized sin and the Israelites were slaves
there for several hundred years = this symbolizes bondage
(slavery) which is what eventually happens to anyone who falls
into sin. When Moses led them-out of Egypt (symbolizing
turning away from gin), the last act of their escape was when
they went through He' Red Sea and the “sin of Egypt” was left
behind forever. .. .%:
Dlsclples”wbre tho§e who so strongly believed in a particular
prophets message that they traveled with him to assist in
whatever way possible. When Jesus arrived, many of John the
Baptist's disciples questioned why so many people were now
following Jesus instead of John. John the Baptist explained how
Jesus "must increase, but | must decrease." John had a
particular purpose prior to Jesus' arrival, but his work was over
at that point. John explained to his followers that he was of the
earth and spoke of things of the earth, but that Jesus was from

heaven and hence his words and teaching were on a much
higher plane then John's.

Who was Jesus ? The Bible says he was the Son of God
and that he came in the flesh. These two statements appear
contradictory since God is a Spirit and can't be limited by a
fleshly physical body. The Bible also says that Jesus was with
God in the beginning, at the time of creation (John 1:1). Hence,
Jesus is a spirit as God the Father is.

The reality is that Jesus is both God's Son and a man. He is the
Son of God come to earth in the form of a man. He had a
physical body, emotions and all the limitations that we do, but
he was also God's Son.

Jesus is the link between man and God - he represents God's
reaching out to establish a personal relationship with his
creation, his children. God sent his very own Son to walk with
us, teach us the ways of God, show us God's love and
forgiveness and to reach out to mankind.

Jesus was God, in a human body who came to show how much
God loves us. As Jesus taught, he expressed the very nature of
God. Every word, every story, every action displayed the
character of God. Jesus brought God to earth in a tangible way
- he was the Word of God become flesh as John 1:1 states.
Jesus displayed God's compassion for mankind by healing
hundreds of people - God does not want us to be sick or
crippled. Jesus taught that our God loves us as a father loves
his children, forgiving them when they sin.

Jesus tied all the Old Testament prophecies together because
he was the Christ, the messiah that had been predicted
hundreds of years before. However, he did not come to be the
king of an earthly kingdom and defeat the Romans as most of
the Jews hoped, he came to bring the Kingdom of Heaven to
earth and offer everyone salvation for eternity.

Verse 3:36 reads: “He who believes in the Son has eternal
life; he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God rests upon him.”

This verse appears contradictory to the concept of a loving,
forgiving God. We must realize that God set down one basic
rule for mankind that he requires adherence to - OBEDIENCE.
This is not much different then what we require of our children.
Sin /s simply disobeying God - nothing more, nothing less.
God created us and he sets the rules, it is as simple as that.
God gave Adam and Eve almost unlimited freedom, but he
gave them one rule which they broke - this was the original sin.

Now, if you give your children a rule and they break the rule,
what is your recourse ? Don't you usually give them a
consequence if they break your rules so they know what to
expect ? If they break your rule and you punish them as you
said you would, are you a monster who hates your children ?

NO, your love for your children (continued on page 2.)
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= N.LAD. is published monthly except for the months of December/
January and July/August, which are combined issues by the Northern
llliana ADAM User's Group. Individual issues may be purchased for the
current month or a backissue for $3.00. The April issue of N.LA.D. is the

63rd issue published by N.L.A.D., there are 62 preceding issues. When
ordering backissues, please specify the issue number and month.

= The standard membership rate for 10 issues is $19.00 USA Third
Class and $26.00 Canadian, USA First Class and it's
possessions. Contact us for membership rates outside of these
specified areas.

= N.LAD. welcomes contributions of original reviews, programs,
articles, questions, suggestions and comments. Please include a SASE
(Self-Addresses Stamped Envelope) if you want a written reply. Also,
any contribution sent in on DDP or DISK will be available to receive a
public domain program or volume in return at no charge!

= Your N.LA.D. member ID number is on the first line of your mailing
label (affixed to the newsletter). The first four digits are the month and
year of the final issue in your current membership. Please check this
number each month to make sure that issues are not missed.

< N.LAD. will not be held liable for any issues missed due to an
address change which we are not informed of. Please get this
information to us as soon as possible so as not to cause any type of
difficulties. Also, include your member ID number.

= N.LA.D. accepts advertising for ADAM related products and services.
Cost is $50 for a half page ad and $75 for a full page ad for one month.
Contact us for multi-issue discounts. Well over a thousand ADAM
owners receive our newsletter each month and many more get to see it
second hand. You may send in your ad in either SmartWRITER,
SpeedyWRITE, PowerPAINT, PrintWORKS, other ADAM formats, IBM
ASCIl or PUBLISH IT! DTP format files or even supply us with a high
quality printout for reproduction in the newsletter. N.L.A.D. reserves the
right to not advertise certain products.

= If 0490 are the first four digits in your member number, it is time to
renew your membership to insure that you do not miss an issue.

= N.LA.D. welcomes developers to submit their programs for us to
evaluate for possible commercial sale. Send in your products for us to
test and to review in the newsletter. N.LA.D. offers a 50/50 split of the
sale price on all items that we handle distribution of for all developers.
You will find that this is one of the best offers around in the ADAM
community. We will also publish a review on the product as soon as
possible.

= Our Chicago Local Chapter Meetings are a great way to learn more
about our beloved ADAM systems. You have the opportunity to meet
fellow ADAM owners, ask us questions, see live demonstrations of
hardware and software and also purchase products. We meet in our
store, CompuKINGDOM, the second Thursday of each month at 7:30
PM. If you need directions getting here, just give us a call.

The meetings which will be held throughout the year will fall on the
following dates (remember that there are no meetings scheduled for the
months of June, July and August):

May 10, 1990
September 13, 1990
October 11, 1990
November 8, 1990
December 13, 1990

We have exercised due care in the preparation of this newsletter
(that doesn’t mean we're perfectl). No warranty, expressed or
implied with regard to the information contained herein is given,
either by interpretation, use or misuse. The opinions expressed
herein do not reflect those of the editor or staff unless noted.






