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FALL HAS REALLY ARRIVED MERE IN CHICAGO LAND. I AM
ANXIOUS TO TAKE MY FAMILY OUT TO SEE THE BEAUTIFUL
COLORS THAT GOD CREATES HERE EACH YEAR.

CONTINUING IN OUR STUDY OF EPHESIANS CHAPTER ONE -

5 For THIS REASON, BECAUSE I HAVE HEARD OF YOUR
FAITH IN THE LORD JESUS AND YOUR LOVE TOWARD ALL THE
SAINTS, T DO NOT CEASE TO GIVE THANKS FOR YOU,
REMEMBERING YOU IN MY PRAYERS., THAT THE GoD OF
ourR LorD Jesus CHRIST, THE FATHER OF GLORY, MAY GIVE
YOU A SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND OF REVELATION IN THE
KNOWLENGE OF HIM, ~° HAVING THE EYES OF YOUR HEARTS
FNLIGHTENED, THAT YOU MAY KNOW WHAT IS THE HOPE TO
WHICH HE HAS CALLED YOU., WHAT ARE THE RICHES OF HIS
GLONIONS INHERITANCE IN THE SAINTS, AND WHAT IS
[HE IMHEASURABLE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER IN US WHO
BELTEVE, ACCORDING TO THE WORKING OF HIS GREAT MIGHT
20 MICH HE ACCOMPLISHED IN CHRIST WHEN HE RAISED
HIM FROM THE DEAD ANg MADE HIM SIT AT HIS RIGHT HAND
Ti HEAVEHLY PLACES. =~ FAR ABOVE ALL RULE AND
AUTHORITY AND POWER AND DOMINION, AND ABOVE EVERY NAME
THAT IS MAMED, MNOT ONLY IN THIS AGE BUT ALSO IN THAT
WHICH IS TO COME;

WHEW !'!  THERE ARE FANTASTIC TRUTHS IN THESE FEW
VERSES. VERSE 17 STATES THAT PAUL (THE WRITER) IS
PRAYING THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE EPHESTAN CHURCH
RECFIVE " A SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND THE REVELATION
KNOWLEDGE OF Goo". T REALLY BELIEVE THIS IS A DEEP
TRUTH THAT CAN BE OVERLOOKED -TO REALLY HAVE THE
WisnoM 170 KMOW GoD, HIS PERSON, HIS TRAITS - TO HAVE A
PERSOMAL RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. GOD DESIRES MORE THEN
ANYTHING ELSE TO HAVE A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH EACH
OF US - THIS IS WHY HE CREATED MANKIND. GOD KNOWS US
TNSIDE AND OUT - OUR GOOD AND OUR BAD SIDES, BUT WE
PDON'T REALLY KNOW HIM. 1 NEVER REALLY THOUGHT OF GOD
45 A PCRSON I COULD KMOW, HE WAS MORE OF A MYSTICAL
BEING THAT T COULD NOT COMPREHEND. HOWEVER, THESE
VERSES STATE THAT WE SHOULD HAVE THIS KNOWLEDGE OF HIM
IM ORDER TO KNOW THE HOPE, THE RICHES OF THE
TMHERTITANCE AND THE IMMEASURABLE POWER WE HAVE BEEN
GIVEN, I BELIEVE THAT ONCE WE KNOW THESE TRUTHS DEEP
DOWM INSIDE (THROUGH A TRUE RELATIONSHIP WITH GoD). WE
CAN LIVE THEM AND COMNQUER MANY PROBLEMS THAT WOULD
OTHERWISE DEFEAT US. AFTERALL, IF YOU HAVE THE
IMMEASURABLE POWER OF GOD INSIDE OF YOU, WHAT CAM
DEFEAT YoUu !

VERSES 19 AND 20 STATE THAT ALL THIS IS ACCOMPLISEDR
THROUGH THE WORKING OF GOD'S MIGHT BY THE RAISING OF
JeSUS CHRIST FROM THE GRAVE AND SEATING HIM AT Gop's
RIGHT HAND. THIS FACT RESULTED IN THE DEFEAT OF THE
DEVIL AND THE CONQUERING OF SIN AND DEATH WHICH FREED
MANKIND FROM THESE BONDAGES WHICH HAD HELD US SINCE
ADAM SINNED IN THE GARDEN. JESUS' SACRIFICE ON THE
CROSS PAID THE PRICE FOR OUR SIN AND ALLOWED US TO
REESTABLISH A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND HENCE REAP THE

BENEFITS OF THIS RELATIONSHIP. (:l=“
:ff /C».' PP o) 5/(L¢*dv
Gob BLESS You ALL. o d
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