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WELL, HARD TO BELIEVE THAT ANOTHER CRISTMAS AND MEW
YEAR'S 11AS COME AND GONE AND WE'RE INTO 1986 ! TIME
SEEMS TO 60 TO FAST.
CONTINUING OUR STUDY OF EPHESIANS CHAPTER 2.
THEREFORE REMEMBER THAT AT ONE TIME YOU GENTILES
IN THE FLESH, CALLED THE UNCIRCUMSION, WHICH IS MADE
IN THE FLESH BY HANDS - REMEMBER THAT YOU WERE AT
THAT TIME SEPARATED FROM CHRIST, ALIENATED FROM THE
COMMONI/EALTH OF TSRAEL, AND STRANGERS TO THE COVENANTS
OF PROMISE, HAVING NO HOPE AND WITHOUT GOD IN THE
WORLD, 1°BUT NOW IN CHRIST JESUS YOU WHO ONCE WERE
FAR OFF HAVE BEEN BROUGHT NEAR IN THE BLOOD OF CHRIST.
Yior we 13 OUR PEACE, WHO HAS MADE US BOTH ONE, AND
HAS BROKLMN DOWN THE DIVIDING WALL OF HOSTILITY, 158?
ABOLTSHING IN HIS FLESH THE LAW OF COMMANDMENTS AND
ORDINANCES, THAT HE MIGHT CREATE IN HIMSELF ONE NEW
MAN IN PLACE OF THE TWO, SO MAKING PEACE, ““AND
MIGHT RECONCILE US BOTH TO GOD IN ONE BODY THROUGH THE
cuoss. THEREBY BRINGING THE HOSTILITY TO AN END.
17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR
OFF AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEARs; ~°FOR THROUGH
HIM WE BOTH HAVE ACCESS IN ONE SPIRIT TO THE FATHER.
930 THEN YOU ARE NO LONGER STRANGERS AND
SOTOURNERS. BUT YOU ARE FELLOW CITIZENS WITH THE
SAINTS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF Gob, 2OBUILT
UPON THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS,
GHIIST JLSUS HIMSELF BEING THE CORNERSTONE, 2 IN
WHOM 1€ UHOLE STRUCTURE IS JOINED TOGETHER AND GROWS
INTO £ HOLY TEMPLE IN THE LORD: °IN WHOM YoUu ALSO

ARE BUILT INTO IT FOR A DI.!ELLING PLACE OF GOD IN THE
\"I“TT

THESE VERSES SPEAK OF THE RECONCILIATION OF THE
GENTILES (ANYONE WHO WAS NOT A Jew) To JESUS. MANY OF
THE JEWS FELT THAT JESUS ONLY CAME TO SAVE THEM AND BE
THEIR MESSIAH AND THAT THE GENTILES WERE HEATHENS AND
WERE PERMANENTLY SEPARATED FROM GOD, BUT AS STATED,
JESUS IS "OUR PEACE... AND HAS BROKEN DOWN THE
DIVIDING WALL OF HOSTILITY.,.". JESUS CAME TO BRING
ALL OF MANKIND TO GOD AND GIVE US ALL THE OPPORTUNITY
TO BECOME CHILDREN OF GOD. HE ACCOMPLISHED THIS BY
“...ABOLISHING IN HIS FLESH THE LAW OF COMMANDMENTS
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AND ORDINANCES...". GOD HAS ESTABLISHED A SET OF

RULES AND ORDINANCES {THE TEN COMMANDMENTS AND OTHER
SﬁECIFIClRULES) THAT MAN MUST FOLLOW TO REMCVE SIN AND
INSURE HIS SALVATION. UNFORTUNATELY, MAN FAILED AT
TRYING TO MEET THESE RULES AND COULD NOT BE RECOHCILED
T0 GOD, THIS IS WHERE JESUS CAME IN AND ABOLISHED THE
NEED FOR THESE LAWS THROUGH HIS SACRIFICE OM THE CROSS
FOR OUR SINS - HE PAID ONCEAND FOR ALL, THE PRICE FOR
OUR SINS AND RECONCILED ALL MANKIND TO GOD, ALL WE
HAVE TO DO IS ACCEPT THIS "GIFT" FROM JESUS. HENCE,
AS VERSE 19 STATES. "... YOU ARE HO LONGER
STRANGERS... BUT YOU ARE FELLOW CITIZENS WITH THE
SAINTS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSEHOLD OfF Gob,". T caw
TELL YOU THAT IT IS FANTASTIC TO KNOW THAT I AM Gobp's
CHILD AND WILL DWELL WITH HIM IH HEAVEN FOR ETERWITY.
WON'T YOU ACCEPT JESUS AS YOUR SAVIOUR AND HAVE THIS
ASSURANCE AS WELL ?

GoD BLESS YOU ALL,
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