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SPRING HAS SPRUNG HERE IN CHICAGOLAND, WHICH MEANS THE
START OF OUTDOOR CHORES! MY JOB THIS WEEKEND IS TO
MOVE ABOUT 3 YARDS OF DIRT TO MY GARDEN AND FLOWER
AENS - OH MY ACHING BACK !
T'D LIKE TO WALK YOU THROUGH THE FIRST 2 CHAPTERS OF A
VERY POWERFUL BOOK OF THE BIBLE - EPHESIANS. THE
APOSTLE PAUL IS WRITING TO A CHURCH IN THE CITY OF
CPYESUS TO EMCOURAGE THE CHRISTIONS THERE AND GIVE
THEM SOME INSTRUCTION IM GoOD'S WILL.
"LESSEN RE THE GOD AMD FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST, WHO HAS BLESSED US IN CHRIST WITH EVERY.
SPIRITUAL BLESSING TN HEAVENLY PLACES, EVEN AS HE
CHOSE US IN HIM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD,
THAT WE SHOULD BE HOLY AND BLAMELESS BEFORE HIM."
(1:3-4 RSV).
FIRSTLY, PAUL IS SAYING THAT GOD THE FATHER HAS
WLTSSED Us IN  CHRIST, MEANING THAT ALL THESE
RILESSINGS QNLY COME VIA JESUS AND NOT THROUGH ANY
OTHER MEANS OR OTHER PEOPLE -1TS ONLY JESUS CHRIST
THE SON OF GOD THROUGH WHOM GOD THE FATHER WORKS.
TESUS IS GoD'S "AGENT" OR REPRESENTATIVE TO MANKIND.
Now, UNDERSTANDING THAT GOD WORKS THROUGH HIS SON
TESUS, PAUL TELLS US THAT THE BLESSINGS GOD SENDS US
ART "EVERY SPIRITUAL BLESSING IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES".
T cAN'T EVEN TIMAGINE WHAT EVERY SPIRITUAL BLESSING IS,
BUT IT HAS TO BE ALOT OF FANTASTIC THINGS !l GOD SAYS
THESE ARE THE SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN THE HEAVENLY
PLACES THAT HE WILL GIVE US DOWN-HERE ON POOR OLD

EARTH,.  '/HAT T BELTIFVE HE IS TRYING TO TELL US IS THAT ,

ONCE WE HAVE ACCEPTED JESUS AS OUR PERSONAL LORD AND
SAVIOUR, WE ARE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE THESE WONDERFUL
BLESSINGS IN OUR LIVES, POURED OUT FROM HEAVEN ITSELF
T CAME TO A REAL REVELATION A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO,
THAT OUR BLESSINGS AS CHRISTIANS ARE NOT JUST IN
HEAVEN, AFTER WE DIE AND GO THERE TO BE WITH GoD, BU
THAT THROUGH JESUS WE HAVE BLESSINGS HERE ON EARTH.
Go0"S PLAN [S TO BLESS US WHERE WE ARE AT, TO HELP US
CONOUER OUR PROBLEMS IN THIS LIFE NOT JUST IN THE NEXT
LIFE. JESUS MINISTERED WHILE HE WAS HERE ON THE EARTH
T0O PEOPLES NEEDS - HE HEALED PHYSICAL PROBLEMS AND
MENDED BROKEN HEARTS., T FOUND THIS IS HIS PLAN FOR
ALL.OF US NOW. SALVATION IS BOTH THE PRE-REQUISITE
FOR ENTERMNAL LIFE AND FREEDOM FOR US IN OUR PRESENT
LIFE.

WETLL CONTINUE NEXT MONTH IN EPHESIANS....... GoDp BLESS
YOu ALL.
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