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HARD TO BELIEVE THAT IT IS JUNE ALREADY ! T DoN'T
KNOW ABOUT YOU BUT I LOVE THE SUMMER AND IT SEEHMS TO
COME AND 60 SO FAST,

WE STARTED TALKING LAST MONTH ABOUT THE BOOK OF
EPHESTANS - THE VERSE WE DISCUSSED WAS CHAPTER 1 VERSE
3:

"BLESSED BE THE GOD AMD FATHER OF oUR LOrRD JESUS
CHRIST , WHO HAS BLESSED US IN CHRIST WITH EVERY
SPIRITUAL BLESSING IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES."™ (RSV) WE
TALKED ABOUT HOW ALL THESE BLESSINGS COME ONLY THROUGH
THE soN JeEsus (GOD SENT HIS SOM TO SAVE AMD BLESS
MAMKIND) AMD THAT ONCE YOU ACCEPT JESUS AS YOUR LORD
AND SAVIGR, YOU CAN RECEIVE ALL THESE BLESSINGS BOTH
TN THTS LIFE AND THE NEXT IN HEAVEN. I CAN TESTIFY
THAT MY LIFE HAS COMPLETELY TURNED AROUND SINCE I WAS
BORN AGAIN ! LETS NOW LOOK AT VERSE 4: ™ ...EVEN AS
HE CHOSE US IN HIM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD,
THAT WE SHOULD BE HOLY AND BLAMELESS BEFORE HIM."

THIS VERSE SPEAKS OF THE FAGT THAT GOD HAS ALWAYS HAD
A PLAN TO SAVE US FROM THE BEGINNING OF TIME. AS AN
ALL-KNOWING GOD, HE PRE-KNEW THAT ADAM AND EVE WoULD
SIM, AND HE CONSTRUCTED A PLAN TO GIVE US THE
OPPORTUNITY (IT IS OUR CHOICE) TO HAVE OUR SINS
FORGTIVEN WHICH WILL RE-ESTABLISH OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH
THE FATHER, THIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FATHER,
THROUGH THE SON, WILL MAKE US HOLY AS GOD IS HOLY.

THE "BLAMELESS™ SPEAKS OF THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS
THAT COMES THROUGH THE SACRIFICE OF JESUS. OHNE OF MY
PROBLEMS BEFORE T WAS SAVED WAS THAT I COULDN'T
UNDERSTAND WHY (0D CREATED ADAM AND EVE IF HE KNEW
THEY WERLC GOING TO SIN. THIS IS REALLY THE SUBJECT OF
ANOTHER ARTICLE, BUT SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT GOD HAD TO
GIVE MAM A FREE WILL SINCE MAN WAS CREATED IN THE
IMAGE OF GOD. THIS FREE WILL ALLOWED MAN THE DECISTION
ro 0BEY GOD OR DISOBEY, UNFORTUNEATELY ADAM AND EVE
CHOSE THE LATER. BACK TO OUR DISCUSSION - GOD HAD A
"PLAN B" TO HANDLE MAN'S DISOBEDIENCE (SIN) AND THAT
HAS THE SENDING OF HIS ONE AND ONLY SON TO PAY THE
PRICE FOR OUR SINS WHICH PAVED THE WAY FOR GOD TO
GIVE US THE FREE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE. ONCE JESUS HAD
PAID THE PRICE FOR OUR SIN THROUGH HIS DEATH ON THE
CROSS, WE WERE SAVED FROM HAVING TO PAY THIS PRICE
OURSELVES. THE BEST ILLUSTRATION FOR THIS PHENOMENON
[5 THE SOLDTIER THAT VOLUNTARILY JUMPS ON THE HAND
GRENADE TO DIE AND THUS SAVE ALL HIS FRIENDS THAT ARE
STANDING MEAR HTIM. THESE SOLDIERS WHO WERE SAVED, DID

NOTHING TO DESERVE THIS "GIFT" OF LIFE THAT WAS
GRANTED TO THEM BY THE SACRIFICE OF THEIR FRIEND, JUST
AS WE DON'T HAVE TO DO ANYTHING TO RECEIVE ETERNAL
LIFE BUT BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED FOR US 1!1 AT A
HWONDERFUL PLAN, TO GIVE US THIS FREE GIFT OF ETERNAL
LIFE, FORGIVENESS FOR ALL OF QUR SINS AND HOLINESS.
GOD BLESS YOU ALL.
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