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HOPE THIS MOMTH FINDS ALL OF YOU WELL AND BLESSED.
LETS CONTINUE OUR STUDY OF EPHESIANS CHAPTER ONE -
1y HIM, ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE OF HIM WHO
ACCOMPLISHES ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO THE COUNSEL OF
HIS WILL, 12 WE WHO FIRST HOPED IN CHRIST HAVE BEEN
DESTINED AND APPOINTED TO LIVE FOR THE PRAISE OF HIS
GLORY .

THESE TWO VERSES SPEAK OF GOD'S CALLING ON THE LIVES
OF THE APOSTLES AND THE FACT THAT THROUGH THEIR HOPE
IN JESUS THEY LIVE FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF PRAISING
HIM AND SPREADING THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
TO MANKIND.

TN HIM YOU ALSO, WHO HAVE HEARD THE WORD OF

TRUTH., THE GOSPEL OF YOUR SALVATION, AND HAVE BELIEVED
IN HIM, WERE SEALED WITH THE PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT,

Y WHICH IS THE GUARANTEE OF OUR INHERITANCE UNTIL

WE ACQUIRE POSSESSION OF T, TO THE PRAISE OF HIS
GLORY.
VErse 13 STATES THAT WE ALSO, WHO HAVE HEARD THE WORD
OF TRUTH WHICH IS THE GOSPEL OF SALVATION.... A
SEEMINGLY OBVIOUS FACT IS STATED HERE THAT I wWouLD
LIKE TO EMPHASIZE - THAT YOU MUST HEAR THE GOSPEL AS A
FIRST STEP TOWARDS SALVATION. IN OTHER WORDS OPEN
YOURSELF UP AND LISTEN TO WHAT GOD HAS TO SAY TO YOU -
GIVE THIS SOME OF YOUR PRECIOUS TIME. ALL OF US HAVE
TO HECTIC OF A SCHEDULE AND OFTENTIMES DON'T MAKE TIME
FOR THE REAL PRIORITIES IN OUR LIFE. FINDING OUT THE
REAL TRUTH SHOULD BE THE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY WE ALL
HAVE. OUR TIME ON THIS EARTH IS SHORT COMPARED TO
ETERNITY - WE NEED TO MAKE SURE THAT WE HAVE SECURED
QUR SALVATION BEFORE WE GO"ON TO ETERNITY. PLEASE
OPEN YOUR EYES TO THIS AND SEARCH QUT GOD BECAUSE HE
IS WAITING FOR YOU ALL THE TIME. MY GOAL IS TO GIVE
YOU THE OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR WHAT GOD HAS TO SAY
THROUGH THIS ARTICLE AND THE VOICE MAGAZINE - PLEASE
pON'T PASS THIS BY. IT'S VERY IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT
VERSE 13 REFERS TO THE "WORD OF TRUTH". THIS TRUTH IS
MOT A PARTICULAR PHILOSOPHY THAT SOMEONE DREAMED UP
guT THE TRUTH FROM THE GOD WHO CREATED THE UNIVERSE
AND MANKIND. CHRISTIANETY IS DISTINGUISHED FROM A
THEOLOGICAL PHILOSOPHY BY THE FACT THAT GOD IS A
PERSONAL GOD WHO WAS MANIFESTED IN THE FLESH TO
RECONCILE MANKIND BACK TO HIM., JESUS CAME TO REVEAL
Gop TO US, A LOVING GOD WHO WANTED TO SAVE US AND
HEAL US TO THE END OF SACRIFICING HIMSELF FOR US.
JESUS DIED AND WAS RAISED TO SHOW US THAT LIFE IS
ETERNAL IF WE BELIEVE IN HIM - WHAT OTHER RELIGION CAN
MAKE THAT CLAIM ? VERSE 13 STATES THAT IN ADDITION

SAYS I HAVE AN OPEN MIND AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR 1) To
Gop's WORD IN THE BIBLE, I FOUND THAT GOD HELPED ME TO
SEF THAT IS WAS THE TRUTH AND TO BELIEVE IT. THE KEY
1S TO OPEN YOUR MIND TO HEAR IT AND ASK GOD TO REVEAL
TRUTH TO YOU. THE BIBLE IS GOD'S MECHANISM TO SPEAK
TO US - ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS LISTEN.

VERSE 14 GOES ON TO SAY THAT ONCE WE HAVE HEARD AND
THEN BELIEVED, THE PROMISE THAT CHRISTIANITY PROVIDES
(ETERNAL LIFE IN HEAVEN, BLESSINGS HERE ON EARTH,
ETC.) IS SEALED BY THE HoLY SPIRIT AS A GUARANTEE. I
LIKEN THIS TO BEING LEGALLY NOTIFIED THAT WE HAVE
RECEIVED AN INHERITENCE OoF $1,000,000.00 AND EVEN
GIVEN A CHECK - WE KNOW THAT WF HAVE IT (THE HoLy
SPIRIT OF GOD TELLS US AND REASSURES US THAT WE HAVE
SALVATION AND BLESSINGS ONCE WE BELIEVE IN JEsus ) BUT
UNTIL WE GET THE CASH WE HAVE NO TANGIBLE ASSURANCE
THAT IT IS THERE. WE HAVE FAITH THAT WE "HAVE IT" VIA
THE CHECK - JUST LIKE WE HAVE FAITH THAT WE HAVE
SALVATION UNTIL WE GET TO HEAVEN. OSOMETIMES WE HAVE
MORE FAITH IN EARTHLY THINGS THEN IN GOD - I KNOW THAT
I CAN COUNT ON GOD FOR HIS PROMISES, WHEN T CAN'T
COUNT ON STABILITY IN THE ECONOMY !
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Gop BLESS YOU ALL.
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